To accompany their 2014 tour Barbara Dickson and Rab Noakes have
combined their voices to record this 6-track EP. They have known one
another for nearly fifty years and the songs recorded represent many
musical areas they’ve explored together in that time.
Their initial encounter was in the
mid-’60s in Edinburgh. The place was
the Foresthill Bar, aka Sandy Bell’s.
The pub was the known hang-out for
anyone interested in folksong and
music. They both were, each having
arrived there by a similar route.
Growing up in Fife, the airwaves of the
1950s pre, during and post-rock’n’roll
were full of great songs. All of this
impressed Barbara and Rab, particularly
the records of the Everly Brothers.
On into the 1960s and the emergence
of the Beatles and then Bob Dylan
bounced each of them into an
appreciation of folksongs. That rich
mixture of songs, from limitless sources,
appealed to them, and consolidated in
them an instinct for songs of interest,
wherever they’re from.
The Reunited EP was recorded, on the
afternoon of January 21st 2014, in John

Cavanagh’s Muirend Ganghut studio.
It captures the spirit, and the richness,
of two people’s unique experiences
in the ever-interesting world of the
popular song. The tracks were mixed by
John, after Barbara and Rab had left the
room. The EP was mastered by Denis
Blackham at Skye Mastering.
The sleeve and artwork were designed
by Richy Lamb at Owned and Operated,
Glasgow. The studio photo was taken by
Brian Aris in London in March 2014.
The performance photos on the sleeve
were taken by Chris James at Glasgow’s
Fruitmarket in November 2012. Barbara
was receiving an award at the NordoffRobbins Tartan Clef night. The photo
with Barbara holding the trophy was
taken by Andy Buchanan. She was
asked to sing two songs at the event
so she invited Rab to join her for one
of them. They chose Do right woman,
which is where the record begins.
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Do right woman
(Don’t say) Money doesn’t matter
The same sky
Que sera sera
Something’s wrong
Sleepless nights

Do Right Woman is by Chips Moman
and Dan Penn. It was first recorded
by Aretha Franklin in 1967 before
appearing on ‘The Gilded Palace of
Sin’, the debut album from The Flying
Burrito Brothers in 1969. Barbara and
Rab performed this country-soul waltz
back then and in 1970 Barbara recorded
it on her first solo LP using the song’s
title for the album’s title. Also from
1970 a recording from a Rab gig at the
Couriers folk club in Leicester, where
Barbara joined him for the second half,
surfaced recently with this song on
it. One of the highlights of Barbara’s
career as a popstar was meeting Dan
Penn in Nashville. He popped in to one
of her recording sessions!
(Don’t say) Money doesn’t matter was
written at a songwriting week hosted
by the Norwegian Society of Composers
and Lyricists (NOPA) in the Fausko
Skysstasjon nr Hemsedal in 2004.
There were people from all over Europe
there, the whole idea being to encourage
collaborations. Sarah Fogg and Rab
had each been fortunate enough to win
a place through a British Academy of
Songwriters, Composer and Authors
(BASCA) competition. They were joined
by Claudia Scott in a room with a piano
for a couple of hours one afternoon and
this song was the result.
The Same Sky was written by Barbara
and Charlie Dore in the 1980’s when

Barbara’s prolific recording output
justified some self-penned material
and she worked with Charlie on lots
of songs at that time. Charlie Dore is
a terrific songwriter and Barbara was
pleased to be part of that relationship.
‘The Same Sky’ came out of one of
those writing batches, but never saw
the light of day, apart from a live version
on a VHS made at the Royal Albert Hall
and released in 1986. Barbara always
thought the song deserved more and
has revisited it here.
Que Sera Sera was written by Jay
Livingston and Ray Evans and
appeared in the Alfred Hitchcock
film ‘The Man who Knew too Much’.
This was something of a wild card on
Barbara’s part. She had carried the
song for years in her ‘shirtbox’ (literally
an old shirtbox of her Dad’s and full
of songs) without ever performing it.
“I always fancied hearing a man sing
that song” she said. To that end she
introduced it to rehearsals and it came
together really quickly, the way songs
do when they’re deeply engrained. This
one is from Doris Day’s recording. Here
it represents the riches of pop music
that Barbara and Rab were absorbing
in their pre-teen years before the
appearance of rock’n’roll.
Something’s Wrong appeared on James
Taylor’s first album, the one on the
Apple label. A version from 1970 from
the aforementioned Leicester gig
appeared on the recording from there.
It was one of the songs Barbara & Rab
were singing together 40 plus years
ago. Barbara learned this from an LP
in the possession of Archie Fisher at
that time. Archie had money and could
buy albums so Barbara remembers
poaching loads of songs from his
collection!
Sleepless Nights The whole recorded
catalogue of The Everly Brothers has
had, and still has, a special place for
both Barbara and Rab. This song,
written by Boudleaux and Felice
Bryant, appeared on ‘It’s Everly Time’,
Don and Phil’s debut album for Warner
Brothers in 1960. The song is a firstrate example of the Bryants’ skill and
how the exquisite chord sequence
encourages an equally exquisite
harmony. Not a hair of its head is
altered by Barbara and Rab, as the
original, in their opinion, seems perfect.

